	Bamford with Thornhill Recreation Ground Trust 

Bamford Recreation Ground - Kayak/Canoe Site: Risk Assessment and Operating Procedures 


	Activity
	Kayaking/Canoeing – Sheltered water, River Derwent at Bamford




	Participants at risk
	All paddlesports participants



	Minimum Qualification of Leader
	BCU Level 2 Coach.

Needs to be reviewed with UKCC awards.
	Minimum Qualification of Assistant Leader
	Responsible Adult or competent paddler



	Maximum Group Size
	16
	Minimum Staffing Ratio
	8:1




	Hazards-Generic
	 Control Measures

	· Cold injury

· Direct injury

· Water-borne infection

· Changing Environment
	· Suitable clothing for the time of year/weather.

· Care and awareness throughout the session with a wet group.

· Spare clothing & gear carried as per BCU guidelines.

· Cag, Helmet and Buoyancy Aid worn.

· Suitable footwear worn.

· No rings/earrings should be worn.

· Close control when loading/unloading trailers.

· Cuts must be covered by waterproof dressing.

· No eating or drinking while on the water.

· Wash hands and face after activity.

· Qualified coach to be used.



	Hazards-Specific
	 Control Measures-Specific

	· Access/Egress to river

· Shallow water

· Branches and brambles
	· Make participants aware of the steep steps down to the river.

· Belay canoes on both descent and ascent, using a gatepost for example.

· Kayak handling to be assessed by the individual coach.

· Make participants aware of the shallow water at the get-in and generally around the site, and the problems this may cause (entrapment) should there be a capsize.

· Low branches and brambles need to be judiciously pruned in the autumn (to reduce the environmental impact on flora and fauna) to reduce the risk of contact by paddlers leading to possible injuries to themselves. Also after any high water levels this needs to be checked.


	Working Practice




	Group structure

Restrictions

Emergency Procedure


	· Groups with both Open Boats and Kayaks should operate as two separate groups.

· Non-swimmers in Open boats only.

· Students must be able to swim to use Kayaks.

· Spray-decks only with students who have demonstrated a competent spray-deck release capsize previously.

· Contact Ambulance/Fire Service

· All incidents/near misses should be reported to Bamford with Thornhill Recreation Ground Trust. 




	Canoeists must only paddle between Water Lane Bridge and the Railway Bridge.

Canoe launches must have 3rd Party insurance.

Crayfish Plague and Gyrodactylus Salaris
Canoeists are a possible method of transfer of Crayfish Plague and Gyrodactylus Salaries from one area to the other. Canoes should be either dried or disinfected prior to use if they have recently been used on another river or watercourse.


	Safety Equipment   
	First Aid Kit, Throw Line, Knife, Folding Saw.




	Date of This Review
	 November, 2007.


Paul Booker – Lindley educational Trust. November 2007.


